Foundations of Faith
(A Catechism for Today)
Sunday 2- January 8
Question 3. Yet some people no longer believe there is a God. Why do we believe in God?
We believe in God because we are part of a community of faith which through the preaching of Christ’s
gospel and the work of the Holy Spirit creates and nourishes faith.
We believe in God because of revelation. God is revealed in the history of Israel and supremely in Jesus
Christ. Through God alone can God be known.
We believe in God because the universe poses the question: “Where did all of this come from?”
We reply: “It came from God. God made it. God is creator. The world is charged with the glory of God and
the universe points to its maker.”
We believe in God, because we are made in the divine image and our hearts are restless until they find their
rest in God.
Rom 10:17 So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.
2 Cor 4:6 For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
Ps 19:1 The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
Ex 3:2-4 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire from the middle of a bush. Moses
stared in amazement. Though the bush was engulfed in flames, it didn’t burn up. “This is amazing,” Moses
said to himself. “Why isn’t that bush burning up? I must go see it.” When the LORD saw Moses coming to
take a closer look, God called to him from the middle of the bush, “Moses! Moses!” “Here I am!” Moses
replied.
1 Sam 3:2 One night Eli, who was almost blind by now, had gone to bed.
Mt 11:27 “My Father has entrusted everything to me. No one truly knows the Son except the Father, and no
one truly knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”
Rom 1:18-23 But God shows his anger from heaven against all sinful, wicked people who suppress the truth
by their wickedness. They know the truth about God because he has made it obvious to them. For ever
since the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky. Through everything God made, they can
clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature. So they have no excuse for not
knowing God. Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even give him thanks. And
they began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result, their minds became dark and
confused. Claiming to be wise, they instead became utter fools. 23 And instead of worshiping the glorious,
ever-living God, they worshiped idols made to look like mere people and birds and animals and reptiles.
Gen 1:1-28 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was formless and empty, and
darkness covered the deep waters. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the waters. Then
God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light was good. Then he separated
the light from the darkness. God called the light “day” and the darkness “night.” And evening passed and
morning came, marking the first day. Then God said, “Let there be a space between the waters, to separate
the waters of the heavens from the waters of the earth.” And that is what happened. God made this space to

separate the waters of the earth from the waters of the heavens. God called the space “sky.” And evening
passed and morning came, marking the second day. Then God said, “Let the waters beneath the sky flow
together into one place, so dry ground may appear.” And that is what happened. God called the dry
ground “land” and the waters “seas.” And God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the land sprout
with vegetation—every sort of seed-bearing plant, and trees that grow seed-bearing fruit. These seeds will
then produce the kinds of plants and trees from which they came.” And that is what happened. The land
produced vegetation—all sorts of seed-bearing plants, and trees with seed-bearing fruit. Their seeds produced
plants and trees of the same kind. And God saw that it was good. And evening passed and morning came,
marking the third day. Then God said, “Let lights appear in the sky to separate the day from the night. Let
them be signs to mark the seasons, days, and years. Let these lights in the sky shine down on the earth.” And
that is what happened. God made two great lights—the larger one to govern the day, and the smaller one
to govern the night. He also made the stars. God set these lights in the sky to light the earth, to govern the
day and night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And evening
passed and morning came, marking the fourth day. Then God said, “Let the waters swarm with fish and
other life. Let the skies be filled with birds of every kind.” So God created great sea creatures and every
living thing that scurries and swarms in the water, and every sort of bird—each producing offspring of the
same kind. And God saw that it was good. Then God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply. Let the
fish fill the seas, and let the birds multiply on the earth.” And evening passed and morning came, marking
the fifth day. Then God said, “Let the earth produce every sort of animal, each producing offspring of the
same kind—livestock, small animals that scurry along the ground, and wild animals.” And that is what
happened. God made all sorts of wild animals, livestock, and small animals, each able to produce offspring
of the same kind. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our image,
to be like us. They will reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the wild animals on
the earth, and the small animals that scurry along the ground.” So God created human beings in his own
image. In the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. Then God blessed them and
said, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth and govern it. Reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky,
and all the animals that scurry along the ground.”
Ps 8:5-9 You have rebuked the nations and destroyed the wicked; you have erased their names forever. The
enemy is finished, in endless ruins; the cities you uprooted are now forgotten. But the LORD reigns forever,
executing judgment from his throne. He will judge the world with justice and rule the nations with fairness.
The LORD is a shelter for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble.
Prov 8:22-23 “The LORD formed me from the beginning, before he created anything else. I was appointed
in ages past, at the very first, before the earth began.
Question 4. Is the pursuit of science incompatible with faith in God?
No. We believe that God created a universe with its own order which we can explore by scientific
investigation. Yet scientific investigation and the Christian faith differ in their goals and approaches. While
science proceeds by theorizing about and testing the universe, the Christian faith is primarily concerned with
knowing God who exists above and beyond the creation. The Christian faith values all efforts to understand
the universe that God has made. We are guided by the conviction that all truth comes from God.
Gen 1:1-3 In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind swept over the face of the waters. Then God said “Let
there be light”; and there was light.
Jn 1:1-4 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.

Gen 1-2 The earth was formless and empty, and darkness covered the deep waters. And the Spirit of God
was hovering over the surface of the waters.
Jn 8:32 And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.

