Foundations of Faith (A Catechism for Today)
Sunday 7 – February 12
Question 17: What does it mean that all people are created in the image of God?
The image of God expresses our relationship to God, to one another and to the whole of creation. It is
represented in our ability to think, to imagine, to will and to love. These have been given to us to
mirror God’s goodness, holiness and love as they have been revealed in the life and ministry of Jesus
Christ.
Gen 1:28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air and over every living
thing that moves upon the earth.”
Col 1:15-16 He (i.e., Christ) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all
things in heaven and on earth were created.
Rom 8:29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son
Gen 9:6 If anyone takes a human life, that person’s life will also be taken by human hands. For God
made human beings in his own image.
Jas 3:9 Sometimes it (the tongue) praises our Lord and Father, and sometimes it curses those who have
been made in the image of God.
2 Cor 4:4 Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe. They
are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. They don’t understand this message about the
glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God.
Phil 2:6 Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to.
Jn 14 and 15 “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me. There is more than
enough room in my Father’s home. If this were not so, would I have told you that I am going to
prepare a place for you? When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always be
with me where I am. And you know the way to where I am going.” “No, we don’t know, Lord,”
Thomas said. “We have no idea where you are going, so how can we know the way?” Jesus told him,
“I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me. If you had
really known me, you would know who my Father is. From now on, you do know him and have seen
him!” Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus replied, “Have I been with
you all this time, Philip, and yet you still don’t know who I am? Anyone who has seen me has seen the
Father! So why are you asking me to show him to you? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and
the Father is in me? The words I speak are not my own, but my Father who lives in me does his work
through me. Just believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me. Or at least believe because of
the work you have seen me do. “I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same
works I have done, and even greater works, because I am going to be with the Father. You can ask for
anything in my name, and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father. Yes, ask me for
anything in my name, and I will do it! “If you love me, obey my commandments. And I will ask the

Father, and he will give you another Advocate, who will never leave you. He is the Holy Spirit, who
leads into all truth. The world cannot receive him, because it isn’t looking for him and doesn’t
recognize him. But you know him, because he lives with you now and later will be in you. No, I will
not abandon you as orphans—I will come to you. Soon the world will no longer see me, but you will
see me. Since I live, you also will live. When I am raised to life again, you will know that I am in my
Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. Those who accept my commandments and obey them are
the ones who love me. And because they love me, my Father will love them. And I will love them and
reveal myself to each of them.” Judas (not Judas Iscariot, but the other disciple with that name) said to
him, “Lord, why are you going to reveal yourself only to us and not to the world at large?” Jesus
replied, “All who love me will do what I say. My Father will love them, and we will come and make
our home with each of them. Anyone who doesn’t love me will not obey me. And remember, my
words are not my own. What I am telling you is from the Father who sent me. I am telling you these
things now while I am still with you. But when the Father sends the Advocate as my representative—
that is, the Holy Spirit—he will teach you everything and will remind you of everything I have told
you. “I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the world
cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid. Remember what I told you: I am going away, but I will
come back to you again. If you really loved me, you would be happy that I am going to the Father,
who is greater than I am. I have told you these things before they happen so that when they do
happen, you will believe. “I don’t have much more time to talk to you, because the ruler of this world
approaches. He has no power over me, but I will do what the Father requires of me, so that the world
will know that I love the Father. Come, let’s be going.
“I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch of mine that doesn’t
produce fruit, and he prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even more. You have
already been pruned and purified by the message I have given you. Remain in me, and I will remain in
you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless
you remain in me. “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them,
will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. Anyone who does not remain in me
is thrown away like a useless branch and withers. Such branches are gathered into a pile to be burned.
But if you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will
be granted! When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This brings great glory to my
Father. “I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Remain in my love. When you obey my
commandments, you remain in my love, just as I obey my Father’s commandments and remain in his
love. I have told you these things so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow!
This is my commandment: Love each other in the same way I have loved you. There is no greater love
than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I no
longer call you slaves, because a master doesn’t confide in his slaves. Now you are my friends, since I
have told you everything the Father told me. You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to
go and produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask for, using my name.
This is my command: Love each other. “If the world hates you, remember that it hated me first. The
world would love you as one of its own if you belonged to it, but you are no longer part of the
world. I chose you to come out of the world, so it hates you. Do you remember what I told you? ‘A
slave is not greater than the master.’ Since they persecuted me, naturally they will persecute you. And
if they had listened to me, they would listen to you. They will do all this to you because of me, for
they have rejected the one who sent me. They would not be guilty if I had not come and spoken to
them. But now they have no excuse for their sin. Anyone who hates me also hates my Father. If I
hadn’t done such miraculous signs among them that no one else could do, they would not be guilty.
But as it is, they have seen everything I did, yet they still hate me and my Father. This fulfills what is
written in their Scriptures : ‘They hated me without cause.’ “But I will send you the Advocate —the

Spirit of truth. He will come to you from the Father and will testify all about me. And you must also
testify about me because you have been with me from the beginning of my ministry.
Question 18: Why did God make us male and female?
God created us male and female for our mutual help, comfort and joy. God also gave us the gift of
marriage for the birth and nurture of children, for the joy of family life and the well-being of human
society. Our creation as sexual beings is God’s loving purpose for all of us. Married or single, as male
and female, we complement, depend on and need each other.
Gen 2:18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a
helper as his partner.”
Gen 2:24 Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife and they become one
flesh.
Mt 19:4-6 “Have you not read that the one who made them at the beginning ‘made them male and
female’, and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife,
and the two shall become one flesh’? So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God
has joined together, let no one separate.”
Mk 10:6-9
Eph 5:21-31 And further, submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 22 For wives, this means
submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 23 For a husband is the head of his wife as Christ is the head
of the church. He is the Savior of his body, the church. 24 As the church submits to Christ, so you
wives should submit to your husbands in everything. 25 For husbands, this means love your wives, just
as Christ loved the church. He gave up his life for her 26 to make her holy and clean, washed by the
cleansing of God’s word. 27 He did this to present her to himself as a glorious church without a spot
or wrinkle or any other blemish. Instead, she will be holy and without fault. 28 In the same way,
husbands ought to love their wives as they love their own bodies. For a man who loves his wife
actually shows love for himself. 29 No one hates his own body but feeds and cares for it, just as Christ
cares for the church. 30 And we are members of his body. 31 As the Scriptures say, “A man leaves his
father and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one.”
1 Cor 7 Now regarding the questions you asked in your letter. Yes, it is good to abstain from sexual
relations. But because there is so much sexual immorality, each man should have his own wife, and
each woman should have her own husband. The husband should fulfill his wife’s sexual needs, and the
wife should fulfill her husband’s needs. The wife gives authority over her body to her husband, and the
husband gives authority over his body to his wife. Do not deprive each other of sexual relations, unless
you both agree to refrain from sexual intimacy for a limited time so you can give yourselves more
completely to prayer. Afterward, you should come together again so that Satan won’t be able to
tempt you because of your lack of self-control. I say this as a concession, not as a command. But I wish
everyone were single, just as I am. Yet each person has a special gift from God, of one kind or another.
So I say to those who aren’t married and to widows—it’s better to stay unmarried, just as I am. But if
they can’t control themselves, they should go ahead and marry. It’s better to marry than to burn with
lust. But for those who are married, I have a command that comes not from me, but from the Lord. A
wife must not leave her husband. But if she does leave him, let her remain single or else be reconciled
to him. And the husband must not leave his wife. Now, I will speak to the rest of you, though I do not
have a direct command from the Lord. If a fellow believer has a wife who is not a believer and she is
willing to continue living with him, he must not leave her. And if a believing woman has a husband

who is not a believer and he is willing to continue living with her, she must not leave him. For the
believing wife brings holiness to her marriage, and the believing husband brings holiness to his
marriage. Otherwise, your children would not be holy, but now they are holy. (But if the husband or
wife who isn’t a believer insists on leaving, let them go. In such cases the believing husband or wife is
no longer bound to the other, for God has called you to live in peace.) Don’t you wives realize that
your husbands might be saved because of you? And don’t you husbands realize that your wives might
be saved because of you? Each of you should continue to live in whatever situation the Lord has
placed you, and remain as you were when God first called you. This is my rule for all the churches. For
instance, a man who was circumcised before he became a believer should not try to reverse it. And the
man who was uncircumcised when he became a believer should not be circumcised now. For it makes
no difference whether or not a man has been circumcised. The important thing is to keep God’s
commandments. Yes, each of you should remain as you were when God called you. Are you a slave?
Don’t let that worry you—but if you get a chance to be free, take it. And remember, if you were a
slave when the Lord called you, you are now free in the Lord. And if you were free when the Lord
called you, you are now a slave of Christ. God paid a high price for you, so don’t be enslaved by the
world. Each of you, dear brothers and sisters, should remain as you were when God first called you.
Now regarding your question about the young women who are not yet married. I do not have a
command from the Lord for them. But the Lord in his mercy has given me wisdom that can be trusted,
and I will share it with you. Because of the present crisis, I think it is best to remain as you are. If you
have a wife, do not seek to end the marriage. If you do not have a wife, do not seek to get married.
But if you do get married, it is not a sin. And if a young woman gets married, it is not a sin. However,
those who get married at this time will have troubles, and I am trying to spare you those problems.
But let me say this, dear brothers and sisters: The time that remains is very short. So from now on,
those with wives should not focus only on their marriage. Those who weep or who rejoice or who
buy things should not be absorbed by their weeping or their joy or their possessions. Those who use
the things of the world should not become attached to them. For this world as we know it will soon
pass away. I want you to be free from the concerns of this life. An unmarried man can spend his time
doing the Lord’s work and thinking how to please him. But a married man has to think about his
earthly responsibilities and how to please his wife. His interests are divided. In the same way, a woman
who is no longer married or has never been married can be devoted to the Lord and holy in body and
in spirit. But a married woman has to think about her earthly responsibilities and how to please her
husband. I am saying this for your benefit, not to place restrictions on you. I want you to do whatever
will help you serve the Lord best, with as few distractions as possible. But if a man thinks that he’s
treating his fiancée improperly and will inevitably give in to his passion, let him marry her as he wishes.
It is not a sin. But if he has decided firmly not to marry and there is no urgency and he can control his
passion, he does well not to marry. So the person who marries his fiancée does well, and the person
who doesn’t marry does even better. A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. If her husband
dies, she is free to marry anyone she wishes, but only if he loves the Lord. But in my opinion it would
be better for her to stay single, and I think I am giving you counsel from God’s Spirit when I say this.
Question 19. What responsibility do people have for the care of the earth?
We are not owners but stewards of God’s good earth. We are to care for it by not exhausting its
resources or polluting its atmosphere, soil or water. We are to protect the earth, share its resources and
conserve it for future generations.
Gen 2:15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.
Ps 24:1 The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it.

Isa 24:5-6 The earth lies polluted under its inhabitants; for they have transgressed laws, violated the
statutes, broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore a curse devours the earth, and its inhabitants suffer
for their guilt.
Gen 1:26 Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our image, to be like us. They will reign over
the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the wild animals on the earth, and the small
animals that scurry along the ground.”
Ps 89:11 The heavens are yours, and the earth is yours; everything in the world is yours—you created it
all.
Rom 12:2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new
person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good
and pleasing and perfect.

