Foundations of Faith (A Catechism for Today)
Sunday 8 – February 19
Question 20: What do we believe about God’s providence?
The story of salvation as told in the Bible reveals a God who continually maintains and nourishes all
creation. From the beginning God has actively upheld and preserved the existence of the universe,
provided for all creatures and cared for humankind.
Gen 22:8, 14 Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” ...So
Abraham called that place “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord
it shall be provided.”
Job 10:12 You have granted me life and steadfast love, and your care has preserved my spirit.
Acts 17:24-28 The God who made the world and everything in it...gives to all mortals life and breath
and all things...For “In him we live and move and have our being...”
Ps 23 The LORD is my shepherd; I have all that I need. He lets me rest in green meadows; he leads me
beside peaceful streams. He renews my strength. He guides me along right paths, bringing honor to his
name. Even when I walk through the darkest valley, I will not be afraid, for you are close beside me.
Your rod and your staff protect and comfort me. You prepare a feast for me in the presence of my
enemies. You honor me by anointing my head with oil. My cup overflows with blessings. Surely your
goodness and unfailing love will pursue me all the days of my life, and I will live in the house of the
LORD forever.
Ps 121 I look up to the mountains— does my help come from there? My help comes from the LORD,
who made heaven and earth! He will not let you stumble; the one who watches over you will not
slumber. Indeed, he who watches over Israel never slumbers or sleeps. The LORD himself watches over
you! The LORD stands beside you as your protective shade. The sun will not harm you by day, nor the
moon at night. The LORD keeps you from all harm and watches over your life. 8 The LORD keeps
watch over you as you come and go, both now and forever.
Mt 6:25-33 “That is why I tell you not to worry about everyday life—whether you have enough food
and drink, or enough clothes to wear. Isn’t life more than food, and your body more than clothing?
Look at the birds. They don’t plant or harvest or store food in barns, for your heavenly Father feeds
them. And aren’t you far more valuable to him than they are? Can all your worries add a single
moment to your life? “And why worry about your clothing? Look at the lilies of the field and how
they grow. They don’t work or make their clothing, yet Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as
beautifully as they are. And if God cares so wonderfully for wildflowers that are here today and
thrown into the fire tomorrow, he will certainly care for you. Why do you have so little faith? “So
don’t worry about these things, saying, ‘What will we eat? What will we drink? What will we wear?’
These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but your heavenly Father already knows all your
needs. Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you everything
you need. “So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own worries. Today’s trouble
is enough for today.

Mt 10:29-31 What is the price of two sparrows—one copper coin ? But not a single sparrow can fall to
the ground without your Father knowing it. And the very hairs on your head are all numbered. So
don’t be afraid; you are more valuable to God than a whole flock of sparrows.
Col 1:16-17 for through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and on earth. He made the
things we can see and the things we can’t see— such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in the
unseen world. Everything was created through him and for him. He existed before anything else, and
he holds all creation together.
Heb 1:3 The Son radiates God’s own glory and expresses the very character of God, and he sustains
everything by the mighty power of his command. When he had cleansed us from our sins, he sat down
in the place of honor at the right hand of the majestic God in heaven.
Question 21: Does God rule the world?
All events in this world are under the care of God. But there is a difference between what God permits
and what God causes. We do not know how divine care and human freedom intersect but proclaim a
God of love who watches over us and works all things for good.
Ps 23:1-2 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures.
Ps 121:7-8 The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. The Lord will keep your going
out and your coming in from this time on and forevermore.
Rom 8:28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God.
Gen 9:8-17 Then God told Noah and his sons, “I hereby confirm my covenant with you and your
descendants, and with all the animals that were on the boat with you—the birds, the livestock, and all
the wild animals—every living creature on earth. Yes, I am confirming my covenant with you. Never
again will floodwaters kill all living creatures; never again will a flood destroy the earth.” Then God
said, “I am giving you a sign of my covenant with you and with all living creatures, for all generations
to come. I have placed my rainbow in the clouds. It is the sign of my covenant with you and with all
the earth. When I send clouds over the earth, the rainbow will appear in the clouds, and I will
remember my covenant with you and with all living creatures. Never again will the floodwaters
destroy all life. When I see the rainbow in the clouds, I will remember the eternal covenant between
God and every living creature on earth.” Then God said to Noah, “Yes, this rainbow is the sign of the
covenant I am confirming with all the creatures on earth.”
Ps 96:10 Tell all the nations, “The LORD reigns!” The world stands firm and cannot be shaken. He will
judge all peoples fairly.
Isa 45:18 For the LORD is God, and he created the heavens and earth and put everything in place. He
made the world to be lived in, not to be a place of empty chaos. “I am the LORD,” he says, “and
there is no other.
Rom 8:28-39 And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who
love God and are called according to his purpose for them. For God knew his people in advance, and
he chose them to become like his Son, so that his Son would be the firstborn among many brothers
and sisters. And having chosen them, he called them to come to him. And having called them, he gave
them right standing with himself. And having given them right standing, he gave them his glory. What

shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is for us, who can ever be against us? Since
he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all, won’t he also give us everything else?
Who dares accuse us whom God has chosen for his own? No one—for God himself has given us right
standing with himself. Who then will condemn us? No one—for Christ Jesus died for us and was raised
to life for us, and he is sitting in the place of honor at God’s right hand, pleading for us. Can anything
ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity,
or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with death? (As the Scriptures
say, “For your sake we are killed every day; we are being slaughtered like sheep.” ) No, despite all
these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us. And I am convinced that
nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,
neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can
separate us from God’s love. No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all
creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.
2 Cor 4:8-18 We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed. We are perplexed, but
not driven to despair We are hunted down, but never abandoned by God. We get knocked down, but
we are not destroyed. Through suffering, our bodies continue to share in the death of Jesus so that the
life of Jesus may also be seen in our bodies. Yes, we live under constant danger of death because we
serve Jesus, so that the life of Jesus will be evident in our dying bodies. So we live in the face of death,
but this has resulted in eternal life for you. But we continue to preach because we have the same kind
of faith the psalmist had when he said, “I believed in God, so I spoke.” We know that God, who raised
the Lord Jesus, will also raise us with Jesus and present us to himself together with you. All of this is for
your benefit. And as God’s grace reaches more and more people, there will be great thanksgiving, and
God will receive more and more glory. That is why we never give up. Though our bodies are dying,
our spirits are being renewed every day. For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long.
Yet they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever! So we don’t look at
the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we
see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever.
Question 22: If God rules why is there evil and suffering?
Evil and suffering are a mystery and fill us with anguish. History reveals the grim march of human
cruelty through the ages including our own. We behave horribly to one another, nation to nation, race
to race, religion to religion, person to person. Disease and disaster also add to the toll of suffering. In
such a world only a God who has entered into our sufferings can help. As we ponder our Saviour
upon the cross, we know that God is with us in our pain.
Job 7:11 “Therefore I will not restrain my mouth; I will speak in the anguish of my spirit; I will
complain in the bitterness of my soul.”
Ps 10:1-2 Why, O Lord, do you stand far off? Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble. In
arrogance the wicked persecute the poor.
Mk 8:31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering.
Heb 2:18 Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being
tested.
Ps 13:1-2, 42:11 O LORD, how long will you forget me? Forever? How long will you look the other
way? How long must I struggle with anguish in my soul, with sorrow in my heart every day? How

long will my enemy have the upper hand? Why am I discouraged? Why is my heart so sad? I will
put my hope in God! I will praise him again— my Savior and my God!
Rom 8:22-23 For we know that all creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to
the present time. And we believers also groan, even though we have the Holy Spirit within us as a
foretaste of future glory, for we long for our bodies to be released from sin and suffering. We, too,
wait with eager hope for the day when God will give us our full rights as his adopted children,
including the new bodies he has promised us.
2 Cor 1:5-11 For the more we suffer for Christ, the more God will shower us with his comfort through
Christ. Even when we are weighed down with troubles, it is for your comfort and salvation! For when
we ourselves are comforted, we will certainly comfort you. Then you can patiently endure the same
things we suffer. We are confident that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in the
comfort God gives us. We think you ought to know, dear brothers and sisters, about the trouble we
went through in the province of Asia. We were crushed and overwhelmed beyond our ability to
endure, and we thought we would never live through it. In fact, we expected to die. But as a result,
we stopped relying on ourselves and learned to rely only on God, who raises the dead. And he did
rescue us from mortal danger, and he will rescue us again. We have placed our confidence in him, and
he will continue to rescue us. And you are helping us by praying for us. Then many people will give
thanks because God has graciously answered so many prayers for our safety.
Phil 3:10 I want to know Christ and experience the mighty power that raised him from the dead. I
want to suffer with him, sharing in his death,
1 Pet 4:1-2, 5:1 So then, since Christ suffered physical pain, you must arm yourselves with the same
attitude he had, and be ready to suffer, too. For if you have suffered physically for Christ, you have
finished with sin. You won’t spend the rest of your lives chasing your own desires, but you will be
anxious to do the will of God. And now, a word to you who are elders in the churches. I, too, am an
elder and a witness to the sufferings of Christ. And I, too, will share in his glory when he is revealed to
the whole world.
2 Tim 3:10-12 But you, Timothy, certainly know what I teach, and how I live, and what my purpose in
life is. You know my faith, my patience, my love, and my endurance. You know how much
persecution and suffering I have endured. You know all about how I was persecuted in Antioch,
Iconium, and Lystra—but the Lord rescued me from all of it. Yes, and everyone who wants to live a
godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.
Jas 5:13 Are any of you suffering hardships? You should pray. Are any of you happy? You should sing
praises.

