Foundations of Faith (A Catechism for Today)
Sunday 9 – February 26
Question 23: What comfort is it that God rules?
We can be patient when things go against us, thankful in all circumstances, and confident that nothing
can separate us from God’s love.
Rom 5:3 But we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope.
1 Thess 5:18 Give thanks in all circumstances.
Rom 8:38-39 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Jas 5:8 You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.
Question 24: What is sin?
Sin is turning against God. It is breaking or failing to fulfil the laws of God; the missing of God’s
intention for our lives. Sin is exposed by the perfect life of Christ: our pride by his humility, our sloth
by his obedience, our falsehood by his truth. The power of sin is present in all of life, including the
societies in which we live. As sinners, we participate in the indifference, injustice and violence of our
world.
Ps 51:4 Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are
justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass your judgment.
Isa 59:2 Rather, your iniquities have been barriers between you and your God, and your sins have
hidden his face from you so that he does not hear.
Rom 3:22-23 For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
Jn 3:19 And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness
rather than light because their deeds were evil.
Gen 3:1-7, 4:7, 6:5-8 The serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild animals the LORD God had made.
One day he asked the woman, “Did God really say you must not eat the fruit from any of the trees in
the garden?” “Of course we may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,” the woman replied. “It’s only
the fruit from the tree in the middle of the garden that we are not allowed to eat. God said, ‘You must
not eat it or even touch it; if you do, you will die.’” “You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the
woman. “God knows that your eyes will be opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God,
knowing both good and evil.” The woman was convinced. She saw that the tree was beautiful and its
fruit looked delicious, and she wanted the wisdom it would give her. So she took some of the fruit and
ate it. Then she gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it, too. At that moment their
eyes were opened, and they suddenly felt shame at their nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves together
to cover themselves.

You will be accepted if you do what is right. But if you refuse to do what is right, then watch out! Sin
is crouching at the door, eager to control you. But you must subdue it and be its master.”
The LORD observed the extent of human wickedness on the earth, and he saw that everything they
thought or imagined was consistently and totally evil. So the LORD was sorry he had ever made them
and put them on the earth. It broke his heart. And the LORD said, “I will wipe this human race I have
created from the face of the earth. Yes, and I will destroy every living thing—all the people, the large
animals, the small animals that scurry along the ground, and even the birds of the sky. I am sorry I ever
made them.” But Noah found favor with the LORD
Rom 1:18-2:11 But God shows his anger from heaven against all sinful, wicked people who suppress the
truth by their wickedness. They know the truth about God because he has made it obvious to them.
For ever since the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky. Through everything God
made, they can clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature. So they have no
excuse for not knowing God. Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even
give him thanks. And they began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result, their
minds became dark and confused. Claiming to be wise, they instead became utter fools. And instead of
worshiping the glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped idols made to look like mere people and
birds and animals and reptiles. So God abandoned them to do whatever shameful things their hearts
desired. As a result, they did vile and degrading things with each other’s bodies. They traded the truth
about God for a lie. So they worshiped and served the things God created instead of the Creator
himself, who is worthy of eternal praise! Amen. That is why God abandoned them to their shameful
desires. Even the women turned against the natural way to have sex and instead indulged in sex with
each other. And the men, instead of having normal sexual relations with women, burned with lust for
each other. Men did shameful things with other men, and as a result of this sin, they suffered within
themselves the penalty they deserved. Since they thought it foolish to acknowledge God, he
abandoned them to their foolish thinking and let them do things that should never be done. Their lives
became full of every kind of wickedness, sin, greed, hate, envy, murder, quarreling, deception,
malicious behavior, and gossip. They are backstabbers, haters of God, insolent, proud, and boastful.
They invent new ways of sinning, and they disobey their parents. They refuse to understand, break
their promises, are heartless, and have no mercy. They know God’s justice requires that those who do
these things deserve to die, yet they do them anyway. Worse yet, they encourage others to do them,
too.
You may think you can condemn such people, but you are just as bad, and you have no excuse! When
you say they are wicked and should be punished, you are condemning yourself, for you who judge
others do these very same things. And we know that God, in his justice, will punish anyone who does
such things. Since you judge others for doing these things, why do you think you can avoid God’s
judgment when you do the same things? Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient
God is with you? Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that his kindness is intended to turn
you from your sin? But because you are stubborn and refuse to turn from your sin, you are storing up
terrible punishment for yourself. For a day of anger is coming, when God’s righteous judgment will be
revealed. He will judge everyone according to what they have done. He will give eternal life to those
who keep on doing good, seeking after the glory and honor and immortality that God offers. But he
will pour out his anger and wrath on those who live for themselves, who refuse to obey the truth and
instead live lives of wickedness. There will be trouble and calamity for everyone who keeps on doing
what is evil—for the Jew first and also for the Gentile. But there will be glory and honor and peace
from God for all who do good—for the Jew first and also for the Gentile. For God does not show
favoritism.

Deut 11:26-28 “Look, today I am giving you the choice between a blessing and a curse! You will be
blessed if you obey the commands of the LORD your God that I am giving you today. But you will be
cursed if you reject the commands of the LORD your God and turn away from him and worship gods
you have not known before.
Isa 58:1-7 “Shout with the voice of a trumpet blast. Shout aloud! Don’t be timid. Tell my people Israel
of their sins! Yet they act so pious! They come to the Temple every day and seem delighted to learn all
about me. They act like a righteous nation that would never abandon the laws of its God. They ask me
to take action on their behalf, pretending they want to be near me. ‘We have fasted before you!’ they
say. ‘Why aren’t you impressed? We have been very hard on ourselves, and you don’t even notice it!’
“I will tell you why!” I respond. “It’s because you are fasting to please yourselves. Even while you fast,
you keep oppressing your workers. What good is fasting when you keep on fighting and quarreling?
This kind of fasting will never get you anywhere with me. You humble yourselves by going through
the motions of penance, bowing your heads like reeds bending in the wind. You dress in burlap and
cover yourselves with ashes. Is this what you call fasting? Do you really think this will please the LORD
? “No, this is the kind of fasting I want: Free those who are wrongly imprisoned; lighten the burden of
those who work for you. Let the oppressed go free, and remove the chains that bind people. Share
your food with the hungry, and give shelter to the homeless. Give clothes to those who need them,
and do not hide from relatives who need your help.
Rom 5- 6 When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners.
Jas 2:10 For the person who keeps all of the laws except one is as guilty as a person who has broken
all of God’s laws.
Question 25: What is the effect of sin?
The effect of sin is spiritual death, that is, it has marred but not destroyed the image of God in us. It
infects and distorts all our relationships with others and with ourselves. While we have not lost our
distinctive human capacities they are subject to the corruption of sin. We are enslaved by our sin and
are helpless to save ourselves.
Rom 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.
Jn 8:34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave of sin.”
Col 2:13-14 And when you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made
you alive together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, erasing the record that stood
against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross.
Rom 3:9-19, 5:15-21, 6:16, 7:14-25
1 Cor 15:56 For sin is the sting that results in death, and the law gives sin its power.
Eph 2:1 Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins.
1 Jn 1:9-10 But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse
us from all wickedness. If we claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar and showing that his
word has no place in our hearts.

Jas 1:15 These desires give birth to sinful actions. And when sin is allowed to grow, it gives birth to
death.

