Foundations of Faith (A Catechism for Today)
Lesson 15 – April 9
Question 40: How did Jesus fulfil the office of prophet?
A prophet is one who speaks for God. Jesus is himself God’s Word to a needy and broken world. He
proclaimed and lived God’s love and justice, spoke God’s truth, and announced God’s coming reign.
Lk 7:15-16 The dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother. Fear seized all
of them; and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has risen among us!” and “God has looked
favourably on his people!”
Mk 1:14-15 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God,
and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent and believe the good
news.”
Lk 4:24 And he said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown.”
Lk 4:16-23, 13:31-35
16 When he came to the village of Nazareth, his boyhood home, he went as usual to the synagogue on
the Sabbath and stood up to read the Scriptures. 17 The scroll of Isaiah the prophet was handed to
him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where this was written: 18 “The Spirit of the LORD is
upon me, for he has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that
captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will be set free, 19 and that the
time of the LORD’s favor has come. ” 20 He rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the attendant, and
sat down. All eyes in the synagogue looked at him intently. 21 Then he began to speak to them. “The
Scripture you’ve just heard has been fulfilled this very day!” 22 Everyone spoke well of him and was
amazed by the gracious words that came from his lips. “How can this be?” they asked. “Isn’t this
Joseph’s son?” 23 Then he said, “You will undoubtedly quote me this proverb: ‘Physician, heal
yourself’—meaning, ‘Do miracles here in your hometown like those you did in Capernaum.’
31 At that time some Pharisees said to him, “Get away from here if you want to live! Herod Antipas
wants to kill you!” 32 Jesus replied, “Go tell that fox that I will keep on casting out demons and
healing people today and tomorrow; and the third day I will accomplish my purpose. 33 Yes, today,
tomorrow, and the next day I must proceed on my way. For it wouldn’t do for a prophet of God to
be killed except in Jerusalem! 34 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones
God’s messengers! How often I have wanted to gather your children together as a hen protects her
chicks beneath her wings, but you wouldn’t let me. 35 And now, look, your house is abandoned. And
you will never see me again until you say, ‘Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the !’ ”
Jn 7:40-41, 17:6-8
40 When the crowds heard him say this, some of them declared, “Surely this man is the Prophet we’ve
been expecting.” 41 Others said, “He is the Messiah.” Still others said, “But he can’t be! Will the
Messiah come from Galilee?
6 “I have revealed you to the ones you gave me from this world. They were always yours. You gave
them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything I have is a gift from

you, 8 for I have passed on to them the message you gave me. They accepted it and know that I came
from you, and they believe you sent me.
1 Thess 2:15
15 For some of the Jews killed the prophets, and some even killed the Lord Jesus. Now they have
persecuted us, too. They fail to please God and work against all humanity
Question 41: How did Jesus fulfil the office of priest?
A priest is one who acts before God on behalf of the people. Jesus became both priest and sacrifice for
us. In his obedient life and death on the cross, Jesus offered himself once for all, the innocent one for
the guilty.
Heb 4:14 Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son
of God, let us hold fast to our confession.
1 Cor 5:7 For our paschal lamb, Christ, has been sacrificed.
Phil 2:7-8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of
death – even death on a cross.
Heb 2:17, 5:1-10, 7:1-28, 8:1-13, 9:1-10, 23, 10:1-8
17 Therefore, it was necessary for him to be made in every respect like us, his brothers and sisters, so
that he could be our merciful and faithful High Priest before God. Then he could offer a sacrifice that
would take away the sins of the people.
1 Every high priest is a man chosen to represent other people in their dealings with God. He presents
their gifts to God and offers sacrifices for their sins. 2 And he is able to deal gently with ignorant and
wayward people because he himself is subject to the same weaknesses. 3 That is why he must offer
sacrifices for his own sins as well as theirs. 4 And no one can become a high priest simply because he
wants such an honor. He must be called by God for this work, just as Aaron was. 5 That is why Christ
did not honor himself by assuming he could become High Priest. No, he was chosen by God, who said
to him, “You are my Son. Today I have become your Father. ” 6 And in another passage God said to
him, “You are a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.” 7 While Jesus was here on earth, he
offered prayers and pleadings, with a loud cry and tears, to the one who could rescue him from death.
And God heard his prayers because of his deep reverence for God. 8 Even though Jesus was God’s Son,
he learned obedience from the things he suffered. 9 In this way, God qualified him as a perfect High
Priest, and he became the source of eternal salvation for all those who obey him. 10 And God
designated him to be a High Priest in the order of Melchizedek.
1 This Melchizedek was king of the city of Salem and also a priest of God Most High. When Abraham
was returning home after winning a great battle against the kings, Melchizedek met him and blessed
him. 2 Then Abraham took a tenth of all he had captured in battle and gave it to Melchizedek. The
name Melchizedek means “king of justice,” and king of Salem means “king of peace.” 3 There is no
record of his father or mother or any of his ancestors—no beginning or end to his life. He remains a
priest forever, resembling the Son of God. 4 Consider then how great this Melchizedek was. Even
Abraham, the great patriarch of Israel, recognized this by giving him a tenth of what he had taken in
battle. 5 Now the law of Moses required that the priests, who are descendants of Levi, must collect a

tithe from the rest of the people of Israel, who are also descendants of Abraham. 6 But Melchizedek,
who was not a descendant of Levi, collected a tenth from Abraham. And Melchizedek placed a
blessing upon Abraham, the one who had already received the promises of God. 7 And without
question, the person who has the power to give a blessing is greater than the one who is blessed. 8
The priests who collect tithes are men who die, so Melchizedek is greater than they are, because we
are told that he lives on. 9 In addition, we might even say that these Levites—the ones who collect the
tithe—paid a tithe to Melchizedek when their ancestor Abraham paid a tithe to him. 10 For although
Levi wasn’t born yet, the seed from which he came was in Abraham’s body when Melchizedek
collected the tithe from him. 11 So if the priesthood of Levi, on which the law was based, could have
achieved the perfection God intended, why did God need to establish a different priesthood, with a
priest in the order of Melchizedek instead of the order of Levi and Aaron? 12 And if the priesthood is
changed, the law must also be changed to permit it. 13 For the priest we are talking about belongs to a
different tribe, whose members have never served at the altar as priests. 14 What I mean is, our Lord
came from the tribe of Judah, and Moses never mentioned priests coming from that tribe. 15 This
change has been made very clear since a different priest, who is like Melchizedek, has appeared. 16
Jesus became a priest, not by meeting the physical requirement of belonging to the tribe of Levi, but by
the power of a life that cannot be destroyed. 17 And the psalmist pointed this out when he
prophesied, “You are a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.” 18 Yes, the old requirement about
the priesthood was set aside because it was weak and useless. 19 For the law never made anything
perfect. But now we have confidence in a better hope, through which we draw near to God. 20 This
new system was established with a solemn oath. Aaron’s descendants became priests without such an
oath, 21 but there was an oath regarding Jesus. For God said to him, “The LORD has taken an oath
and will not break his vow: ‘You are a priest forever.’” 22 Because of this oath, Jesus is the one who
guarantees this better covenant with God. 23 There were many priests under the old system, for death
prevented them from remaining in office. 24 But because Jesus lives forever, his priesthood lasts
forever. 25 Therefore he is able, once and forever, to save those who come to God through him. He
lives forever to intercede with God on their behalf. 26 He is the kind of high priest we need because
he is holy and blameless, unstained by sin. He has been set apart from sinners and has been given the
highest place of honor in heaven. 27 Unlike those other high priests, he does not need to offer
sacrifices every day. They did this for their own sins first and then for the sins of the people. But Jesus
did this once for all when he offered himself as the sacrifice for the people’s sins. 28 The law appointed
high priests who were limited by human weakness. But after the law was given, God appointed his Son
with an oath, and his Son has been made the perfect High Priest forever.
1 Here is the main point: We have a High Priest who sat down in the place of honor beside the throne
of the majestic God in heaven. 2 There he ministers in the heavenly Tabernacle, the true place of
worship that was built by the Lord and not by human hands. 3 And since every high priest is required
to offer gifts and sacrifices, our High Priest must make an offering, too. 4 If he were here on earth, he
would not even be a priest, since there already are priests who offer the gifts required by the law. 5
They serve in a system of worship that is only a copy, a shadow of the real one in heaven. For when
Moses was getting ready to build the Tabernacle, God gave him this warning: “Be sure that you make
everything according to the pattern I have shown you here on the mountain.” 6 But now Jesus, our
High Priest, has been given a ministry that is far superior to the old priesthood, for he is the one who
mediates for us a far better covenant with God, based on better promises. 7 If the first covenant had
been faultless, there would have been no need for a second covenant to replace it. 8 But when God
found fault with the people, he said: “The day is coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new
covenant with the people of Israel and Judah. 9 This covenant will not be like the one I made with
their ancestors when I took them by the hand and led them out of the land of Egypt. They did not
remain faithful to my covenant, so I turned my back on them, says the LORD . 10 But this is the new
covenant I will make with the people of Israel on that day, says the LORD : I will put my laws in their

minds, and I will write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 11 And
they will not need to teach their neighbors, nor will they need to teach their relatives, saying, ‘You
should know the LORD .’ For everyone, from the least to the greatest, will know me already. 12 And I
will forgive their wickedness, and I will never again remember their sins.” 13 When God speaks of a
“new” covenant, it means he has made the first one obsolete. It is now out of date and will soon
disappear.
1 That first covenant between God and Israel had regulations for worship and a place of worship here
on earth. 2 There were two rooms in that Tabernacle. In the first room were a lampstand, a table, and
sacred loaves of bread on the table. This room was called the Holy Place. 3 Then there was a curtain,
and behind the curtain was the second room called the Most Holy Place. 4 In that room were a gold
incense altar and a wooden chest called the Ark of the Covenant, which was covered with gold on all
sides. Inside the Ark were a gold jar containing manna, Aaron’s staff that sprouted leaves, and the
stone tablets of the covenant. 5 Above the Ark were the cherubim of divine glory, whose wings
stretched out over the Ark’s cover, the place of atonement. But we cannot explain these things in
detail now. 6 When these things were all in place, the priests regularly entered the first room as they
performed their religious duties. 7 But only the high priest ever entered the Most Holy Place, and only
once a year. And he always offered blood for his own sins and for the sins the people had committed
in ignorance. 8 By these regulations the Holy Spirit revealed that the entrance to the Most Holy Place
was not freely open as long as the Tabernacle and the system it represented were still in use. 9 This is
an illustration pointing to the present time. For the gifts and sacrifices that the priests offer are not able
to cleanse the consciences of the people who bring them. 10 For that old system deals only with food
and drink and various cleansing ceremonies—physical regulations that were in effect only until a better
system could be established.
23 That is why the Tabernacle and everything in it, which were copies of things in heaven, had to be
purified by the blood of animals. But the real things in heaven had to be purified with far better
sacrifices than the blood of animals.
1 The old system under the law of Moses was only a shadow, a dim preview of the good things to
come, not the good things themselves. The sacrifices under that system were repeated again and again,
year after year, but they were never able to provide perfect cleansing for those who came to worship.
2 If they could have provided perfect cleansing, the sacrifices would have stopped, for the worshipers
would have been purified once for all time, and their feelings of guilt would have disappeared. 3 But
instead, those sacrifices actually reminded them of their sins year after year. 4 For it is not possible for
the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 5 That is why, when Christ came into the world, he
said to God, “You did not want animal sacrifices or sin offerings. But you have given me a body to
offer. 6 You were not pleased with burnt offerings or other offerings for sin. 7 Then I said, ‘Look, I
have come to do your will, O God— as is written about me in the Scriptures.’” 8 First, Christ said,
“You did not want animal sacrifices or sin offerings or burnt offerings or other offerings for sin, nor
were you pleased with them” (though they are required by the law of Moses).
Jn 1:29
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look! The Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world!
Gal 1:4
4 Jesus gave his life for our sins, just as God our Father planned, in order to rescue us from this evil
world in which we live.

Eph 5:2
2 Live a life filled with love, following the example of Christ. He loved us and offered himself as a
sacrifice for us, a pleasing aroma to God.
Rom 3:25
25 For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made right with God when they believe
that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his blood. This sacrifice shows that God was being fair when he
held back and did not punish those who sinned in times past,
Question 42: How does scripture describe Jesus’ death for our sins?
Biblical descriptions include atonement by a priest, the sacrifice of a lamb, the ransom of a slave,
punishment in our place, payment of a debt, and victory over the powers of evil. These express God’s
great love for the world, reveal the enormity of our sin, and emphasize the cost of our Lord’s sacrifice
and the sure achievement of his reconciling work.
Heb 9:11-12 But when Christ came as a high priest...he entered once for all into the Holy Place, not
with the blood of goats and calves, but with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption.
Jn 1:29 The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world!”
Mk 10:45 The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many.
2 Cor 5:21 For our sake [God] made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become
the righteousness of God.
Heb 10:10
10 For God’s will was for us to be made holy by the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ, once for all
time.
Gal 3:13
13 But Christ has rescued us from the curse pronounced by the law. When he was hung on the cross,
he took upon himself the curse for our wrongdoing. For it is written in the Scriptures, “Cursed is
everyone who is hung on a tree.”
Heb 9-10
10 For that old system deals only with food and drink and various cleansing ceremonies—physical
regulations that were in effect only until a better system could be established.
1 Cor 5:7
7 Get rid of the old “yeast” by removing this wicked person from among you. Then you will be like a
fresh batch of dough made without yeast, which is what you really are. Christ, our Passover Lamb, has
been sacrificed for us.

Eph 5:2
2 Live a life filled with love, following the example of Christ. He loved us and offered himself as a
sacrifice for us, a pleasing aroma to God.
1 Pet 2:24
24 He personally carried our sins in his body on the cross so that we can be dead to sin and live for
what is right. By his wounds you are healed.
Rom 5:18-21
18 Yes, Adam’s one sin brings condemnation for everyone, but Christ’s one act of righteousness brings
a right relationship with God and new life for everyone. 19 Because one person disobeyed God, many
became sinners. But because one other person obeyed God, many will be made righteous. 20 God’s
law was given so that all people could see how sinful they were. But as people sinned more and more,
God’s wonderful grace became more abundant. 21 So just as sin ruled over all people and brought
them to death, now God’s wonderful grace rules instead, giving us right standing with God and
resulting in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
1 Cor 6:20, 7:23
20 for God bought you with a high price. So you must honor God with your body.
23 God paid a high price for you, so don’t be enslaved by the world.
1 Cor 15:16-17
16 And if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised. 17 And if Christ has not
been raised, then your faith is useless and you are still guilty of your sins.
Col 2:13-15
13 You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then
God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. 14 He canceled the record of the charges
against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross. 15 In this way, he disarmed the spiritual rulers
and authorities. He shamed them publicly by his victory over them on the cross.

