Foundations of Faith (A Catechism for Today)
Lesson 18 – April 30
Question 49: Why is Jesus’ resurrection so important?
It means that death is not final and that we too will have life after death. In a way beyond our
imagining, God will raise us up and care for us eternally.
1 Cor 6:14 And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power.
2 Tim 1:10 ...our Saviour Jesus Christ, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel.
1 Cor 2:9 But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived,
what God has prepared for those who love him”.
Jn 14:19 Soon the world will no longer see me, but you will see me. Since I live, you also will live.
Acts 10:42 And he ordered us to preach everywhere and to testify that Jesus is the one appointed by
God to be the judge of all—the living and the dead.
Rom 14:8-9 If we live, it’s to honor the Lord. And if we die, it’s to honor the Lord. So whether we live
or die, we belong to the Lord. 9 Christ died and rose again for this very purpose—to be Lord both of
the living and of the dead.
2 Cor 6:9; 13:4
9 We are ignored, even though we are well known. We live close to death, but we are still alive. We
have been beaten, but we have not been killed.
4 Although he was crucified in weakness, he now lives by the power of God. We, too, are weak, just
as Christ was, but when we deal with you we will be alive with him and will have God’s power.
1 Pet 1:3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his great mercy that we have
been born again, because God raised Jesus Christ from the dead. Now we live with great expectation,
Question 50: What does it mean to confess, “he ascended into heaven and is seated on the right hand
of God”?
Jesus’ ascension means his exaltation to glory with God the Father in heaven. To say he sits at God’s
right hand signifies that Jesus “has been given all authority in heaven and on earth” (Matthew 28:20).
In his ascended glory, Jesus fulfils his promise to be with us always. He prays for us, and with the
Father, sends his Spirit to empower the church for mission and is preparing a place for us. The Lamb
who was slain is ascended, glorified and is worthy of worship.
Heb 4:14 Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son
of God, let us hold fast to our confession.
Jn 14:16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with you forever.

Jn 14:2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you
that I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will
take you to myself so that where I am there you may be also.
Rev 5:12 “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom and
might and honour and glory and blessing!”
Acts 2:2-11 Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it
filled the house where they were sitting. 3 Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared
and settled on each of them. 4 And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began
speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability. 5 At that time there were devout
Jews from every nation living in Jerusalem. 6 When they heard the loud noise, everyone came
running, and they were bewildered to hear their own languages being spoken by the believers. 7 They
were completely amazed. “How can this be?” they exclaimed. “These people are all from Galilee, 8
and yet we hear them speaking in our own native languages! 9 Here we are—Parthians, Medes,
Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, the province of Asia, 10 Phrygia,
Pamphylia, Egypt, and the areas of Libya around Cyrene, visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and
converts to Judaism), Cretans, and Arabs. And we all hear these people speaking in our own languages
about the wonderful things God has done!”
Jn 6:62, 20:17
62 Then what will you think if you see the Son of Man ascend to heaven again?
17 “Don’t cling to me,” Jesus said, “for I haven’t yet ascended to the Father. But go find my brothers
and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”
Eph 4:8-10 That is why the Scriptures say, “When he ascended to the heights, he led a crowd of
captives and gave gifts to his people.” 9 Notice that it says “he ascended.” This clearly means that
Christ also descended to our lowly world. 10 And the same one who descended is the one who
ascended higher than all the heavens, so that he might fill the entire universe with himself.
Question 51: What does it mean to confess that “he will come to judge the living and the dead”?
Confident that our Judge is none other than our Saviour, we confess that Christ will come again in
God’s good time and judge us. We do not know when, nor do we know how Jesus will come. We
must keep alert, watch, and pray, “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!” (Revelations 22:20)
Mk 13:32-33 “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son but
only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come.”
1 Thess 5:2 For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the
night.
Acts 10:42 ...He is the one ordained by God as the judge of the living and the dead.
2 Tim 4:1-2 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and in
view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: proclaim the message; be persistent
whether the time is favourable or unfavourable, convince, rebuke and encourage, with the utmost
patience in teaching.

Mt 25:21-46 21 “The master was full of praise. ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have
been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s
celebrate together! ’ 22 “The servant who had received the two bags of silver came forward and said,
‘Master, you gave me two bags of silver to invest, and I have earned two more.’ 23 “The master said,
‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so
now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!’ 24 “Then the servant with
the one bag of silver came and said, ‘Master, I knew you were a harsh man, harvesting crops you
didn’t plant and gathering crops you didn’t cultivate. 25 I was afraid I would lose your money, so I hid
it in the earth. Look, here is your money back.’ 26 “But the master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy
servant! If you knew I harvested crops I didn’t plant and gathered crops I didn’t cultivate, 27 why
didn’t you deposit my money in the bank? At least I could have gotten some interest on it.’ 28 “Then
he ordered, ‘Take the money from this servant, and give it to the one with the ten bags of silver. 29
To those who use well what they are given, even more will be given, and they will have an
abundance. But from those who do nothing, even what little they have will be taken away. 30 Now
throw this useless servant into outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 31
“But when the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit upon his
glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered in his presence, and he will separate the people as
a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will place the sheep at his right hand and the
goats at his left. 34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry,
and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you invited me into
your home. 36 I was naked, and you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in
prison, and you visited me.’ 37 “Then these righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you
hungry and feed you? Or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 Or a stranger and show you
hospitality? Or naked and give you clothing? 39 When did we ever see you sick or in prison and visit
you?’ 40 “And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my
brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!’ 41 “Then the King will turn to those on the left and say,
‘Away with you, you cursed ones, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his demons. 42 For I
was hungry, and you didn’t feed me. I was thirsty, and you didn’t give me a drink. 43 I was a stranger,
and you didn’t invite me into your home. I was naked, and you didn’t give me clothing. I was sick and
in prison, and you didn’t visit me.’ 44 “Then they will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you hungry
or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and not help you?’ 45 “And he will answer, ‘I tell
you the truth, when you refused to help the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were refusing to
help me.’ 46 “And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous will go into eternal
life.”
Jn 5:28-29 Don’t be so surprised! Indeed, the time is coming when all the dead in their graves will
hear the voice of God’s Son, 29 and they will rise again. Those who have done good will rise to
experience eternal life, and those who have continued in evil will rise to experience judgment.
Acts 1:11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why are you standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been
taken from you into heaven, but someday he will return from heaven in the same way you saw him
go!”
Heb 9:27, 10:30
27 And just as each person is destined to die once and after that comes judgment,
30 For we know the one who said, “I will take revenge. I will pay them back.” He also said, “The
LORD will judge his own people.”

2 Pet 3:7 And by the same word, the present heavens and earth have been stored up for fire. They are
being kept for the day of judgment, when ungodly people will be destroyed.
Rev 1:7 Look! He comes with the clouds of heaven. And everyone will see him— even those who
pierced him. And all the nations of the world will mourn for him. Yes! Amen!

