Foundations of Faith (A Catechism for Today)
Lesson 20 – May 14
Faith in the Holy Spirit
Question 56: What is the third part of the Apostles’ Creed?
“I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.”
Question 57: What do we believe when we confess our faith in the Holy Spirit?
We believe the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of the triune God and is one with the Father and the Son. The
Holy Spirit brooded over the waters of creation (Genesis 1:2), and gave life to all living things (Psalm
104:30); raised up and inspired leaders and prophets of Israel (Judges 6:34; Ezekiel 11:5); conceived
Jesus Christ in the womb of the Virgin Mary (Luke 1:35); witnesses to Jesus Christ (John 15:26);
convicts of sin (John 16:7-11) and enables us to confess him as Lord (1 Corinthians 12:3b). The Spirit is
the counselor who opens our hearts to Jesus Christ and the comforter who has been promised by him
to be with us always, “leading us into all truth” (John 16:12).
Num 11:25 Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that
was on him (Moses) and put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they
prophesied.
Lk 4:18-19,21 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let
the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” ...Then he [Jesus] began to say to
them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”
Jn 16:6,13 And when he [the Spirit] comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness
and judgment:...When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not
speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to
come.
Gen 41:38 So Pharaoh asked his officials, “Can we find anyone else like this man so obviously filled
with the spirit of God?”
Num 11:29 But Moses replied, “Are you jealous for my sake? I wish that all the LORD ’s people were
prophets and that the LORD would put his Spirit upon them all!”
Jdg 3:10 The Spirit of the LORD came upon him, and he became Israel’s judge. He went to war against
King Cushan-rishathaim of Aram, and the LORD gave Othniel victory over him.
Job 33:4 For the Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the Almighty gives me life.
Ps 33:6 The LORD merely spoke, and the heavens were created. He breathed the word, and all the
stars were born.
Isa 11:2, 42:1, 5, 61:1-2

2 And the Spirit of the LORD will rest on him— the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of
counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD .
1 “Look at my servant, whom I strengthen. He is my chosen one, who pleases me. I have put my Spirit
upon him. He will bring justice to the nations. 5 God, the LORD, created the heavens and stretched
them out. He created the earth and everything in it. He gives breath to everyone, life to everyone
who walks the earth. And it is he who says,
1 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is upon me, for the LORD has anointed me to bring good news to
the poor. He has sent me to comfort the brokenhearted and to proclaim that captives will be released
and prisoners will be freed. 2 He has sent me to tell those who mourn that the time of the LORD ’s
favor has come, and with it, the day of God’s anger against their enemies.
Ezek 37:1 The LORD took hold of me, and I was carried away by the Spirit of the LORD to a valley
filled with bones.
Joel 2:28 “Then, after doing all those things, I will pour out my Spirit upon all people. Your sons and
daughters will prophesy. Your old men will dream dreams, and your young men will see visions.
Mt 12:28 But if I am casting out demons by the Spirit of God, then the Kingdom of God has arrived
among you.
Mk 1:8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit!”
Jn 1:32-33, 3:5-6, 14:16-26
32 Then John testified, “I saw the Holy Spirit descending like a dove from heaven and resting upon
him. 33 I didn’t know he was the one, but when God sent me to baptize with water, he told me, ‘The
one on whom you see the Spirit descend and rest is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’
5 Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water and
the Spirit. 6 Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life.
16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, who will never leave you. 17 He
is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world cannot receive him, because it isn’t looking for
him and doesn’t recognize him. But you know him, because he lives with you now and later will be in
you. 18 No, I will not abandon you as orphans—I will come to you. 19 Soon the world will no longer
see me, but you will see me. Since I live, you also will live. 20 When I am raised to life again, you will
know that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Those who accept my
commandments and obey them are the ones who love me. And because they love me, my Father will
love them. And I will love them and reveal myself to each of them.” 22 Judas (not Judas Iscariot, but
the other disciple with that name) said to him, “Lord, why are you going to reveal yourself only to us
and not to the world at large?” 23 Jesus replied, “All who love me will do what I say. My Father will
love them, and we will come and make our home with each of them. 24 Anyone who doesn’t love
me will not obey me. And remember, my words are not my own. What I am telling you is from the
Father who sent me. 25 I am telling you these things now while I am still with you. 26 But when the
Father sends the Advocate as my representative—that is, the Holy Spirit—he will teach you everything
and will remind you of everything I have told you.
Acts 10:38 And you know that God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power.
Then Jesus went around doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with him.

Rom 8:4 He did this so that the just requirement of the law would be fully satisfied for us, who no
longer follow our sinful nature but instead follow the Spirit.
2 Cor 3:17, 13:14
17 For the Lord is the Spirit, and wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.
14 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
Gal 5:22-23 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things!
1 Thess 1:5 For when we brought you the Good News, it was not only with words but also with
power, for the Holy Spirit gave you full assurance that what we said was true. And you know of our
concern for you from the way we lived when we were with you.
Heb 2:4 And God confirmed the message by giving signs and wonders and various miracles and gifts of
the Holy Spirit whenever he chose.
Rev 2:7, 22:7
7 “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the churches.
To everyone who is victorious I will give fruit from the tree of life in the paradise of God.
7 “Look, I am coming soon! Blessed are those who obey the words of prophecy written in this book. ”
Question 58: When was the Holy Spirit given to the church?
The Holy Spirit was bestowed on the church on the day of Pentecost. Luke speaks of a strong driving
wind and tongues like flames of fire to describe the experience of receiving the Spirit (Acts 2:2-3). The
fainthearted disciples were given courage and power to understand and proclaim the gospel of
salvation.
Acts 2:1-4 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled the entire house where
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of
them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit
gave them ability.
Joel 2:28 Then afterward I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions.
Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
Acts 2:1-42, 4:31, 13:9, 15:28, 19:6, 20:21-23, 28
1 On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one place. 2 Suddenly, there was
a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were
sitting. 3 Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. 4
And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the
Holy Spirit gave them this ability. 5 At that time there were devout Jews from every nation living in

Jerusalem. 6 When they heard the loud noise, everyone came running, and they were bewildered to
hear their own languages being spoken by the believers. 7 They were completely amazed. “How can
this be?” they exclaimed. “These people are all from Galilee, 8 and yet we hear them speaking in our
own native languages! 9 Here we are—Parthians, Medes, Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judea,
Cappadocia, Pontus, the province of Asia, 10 Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, and the areas of Libya around
Cyrene, visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism), Cretans, and Arabs. And we all
hear these people speaking in our own languages about the wonderful things God has done!” 12 They
stood there amazed and perplexed. “What can this mean?” they asked each other. 13 But others in the
crowd ridiculed them, saying, “They’re just drunk, that’s all!” 14 Then Peter stepped forward with the
eleven other apostles and shouted to the crowd, “Listen carefully, all of you, fellow Jews and residents
of Jerusalem! Make no mistake about this. 15 These people are not drunk, as some of you are
assuming. Nine o’clock in the morning is much too early for that. 16 No, what you see was predicted
long ago by the prophet Joel: 17 ‘In the last days,’ God says, ‘I will pour out my Spirit upon all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your young men will see visions, and your old men will dream
dreams. 18 In those days I will pour out my Spirit even on my servants—men and women alike— and
they will prophesy. 19 And I will cause wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below—
blood and fire and clouds of smoke. 20 The sun will become dark, and the moon will turn blood red
before that great and glorious day of the LORD arrives. 21 But everyone who calls on the name of the
LORD will be saved.’ 22 “People of Israel, listen! God publicly endorsed Jesus the Nazarene by doing
powerful miracles, wonders, and signs through him, as you well know. 23 But God knew what would
happen, and his prearranged plan was carried out when Jesus was betrayed. With the help of lawless
Gentiles, you nailed him to a cross and killed him. 24 But God released him from the horrors of death
and raised him back to life, for death could not keep him in its grip. 25 King David said this about him:
‘I see that the LORD is always with me. I will not be shaken, for he is right beside me. 26 No wonder
my heart is glad, and my tongue shouts his praises! My body rests in hope. 27 For you will not leave
my soul among the dead or allow your Holy One to rot in the grave. 28 You have shown me the way
of life, and you will fill me with the joy of your presence.’ 29 “Dear brothers, think about this! You can
be sure that the patriarch David wasn’t referring to himself, for he died and was buried, and his tomb
is still here among us. 30 But he was a prophet, and he knew God had promised with an oath that one
of David’s own descendants would sit on his throne. 31 David was looking into the future and
speaking of the Messiah’s resurrection. He was saying that God would not leave him among the dead
or allow his body to rot in the grave. 32 “God raised Jesus from the dead, and we are all witnesses of
this. 33 Now he is exalted to the place of highest honor in heaven, at God’s right hand. And the
Father, as he had promised, gave him the Holy Spirit to pour out upon us, just as you see and hear
today. 34 For David himself never ascended into heaven, yet he said, ‘The LORD said to my Lord, “Sit
in the place of honor at my right hand 35 until I humble your enemies, making them a footstool under
your feet.”’ 36 “So let everyone in Israel know for certain that God has made this Jesus, whom you
crucified, to be both Lord and Messiah!” 37 Peter’s words pierced their hearts, and they said to him
and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38 Peter replied, “Each of you must repent
of your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 This promise is to you, to your children, and
to those far away —all who have been called by the Lord our God.” 40 Then Peter continued
preaching for a long time, strongly urging all his listeners, “Save yourselves from this crooked
generation!” 41 Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church that
day—about 3,000 in all. 42 All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to
fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper ), and to prayer.
31 After this prayer, the meeting place shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. Then they
preached the word of God with boldness.

9 Saul, also known as Paul, was filled with the Holy Spirit, and he looked the sorcerer in the eye.
28 “For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay no greater burden on you than these few
requirements:
6 Then when Paul laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in other
tongues and prophesied.
21 I have had one message for Jews and Greeks alike—the necessity of repenting from sin and turning
to God, and of having faith in our Lord Jesus. 22 “And now I am bound by the Spirit to go to
Jerusalem. I don’t know what awaits me, 23 except that the Holy Spirit tells me in city after city that
jail and suffering lie ahead…28 “So guard yourselves and God’s people. Feed and shepherd God’s
flock—his church, purchased with his own blood —over which the Holy Spirit has appointed you as
elders.
Rom 8:26, 12:11
26 And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we don’t know what God wants us to
pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words.
11 Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically.
Eph 6:18-20 Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your
prayers for all believers everywhere. 19 And pray for me, too. Ask God to give me the right words so I
can boldly explain God’s mysterious plan that the Good News is for Jews and Gentiles alike. 20 I am
in chains now, still preaching this message as God’s ambassador. So pray that I will keep on speaking
boldly for him, as I should.

