Foundations of Faith (A Catechism for Today)
Lesson 22 – May 28
The Bible
Question 63: Did the Holy Spirit inspire the Bible?
Yes. The Bible itself testifies to the Spirit’s inspiration of its writings. The Holy Spirit also guided the
church in the selection of the canon, and leads us by an inner witness to accept the scriptures as God’s
written word to us. Holy Scriptures are necessary, sufficient and reliable for our salvation, revealing
Jesus Christ, the living Word.
2 Tim 3:16-17 All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and
for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for
every good work.
2 Pet 1:20-21 First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s
own interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by the human will, but men and women moved
by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
1 Cor 2:11-13 So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. Now we have
received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the
gifts bestowed on us by God. And we speak of these things in words not taught by human wisdom but
taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are spiritual.
Ps 12:6 The LORD ’s promises are pure, like silver refined in a furnace, purified seven times over.
Prov 30:5-6
5 Every word of God proves true. He is a shield to all who come to him for protection. 6 Do not add
to his words, or he may rebuke you and expose you as a liar.
2 Sam 22:31 “God’s way is perfect. All the LORD ’s promises prove true. He is a shield for all who
look to him for protection.
Jn 1:1-18 1 In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2 He existed in the beginning with God. 3 God created everything through him, and nothing was
created except through him. 4 The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his life brought
light to everyone. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it. 6 God
sent a man, John the Baptist, 7 to tell about the light so that everyone might believe because of his
testimony. 8 John himself was not the light; he was simply a witness to tell about the light. 9 The one
who is the true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He came into the
very world he created, but the world didn’t recognize him. 11 He came to his own people, and even
they rejected him. 12 But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become
children of God. 13 They are reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan,
but a birth that comes from God. 14 So the Word became human and made his home among us. He
was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one
and only Son. 15 John testified about him when he shouted to the crowds, “This is the one I was
talking about when I said, ‘Someone is coming after me who is far greater than I am, for he existed
long before me.’” 16 From his abundance we have all received one gracious blessing after another. 17

For the law was given through Moses, but God’s unfailing love and faithfulness came through Jesus
Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. But the unique One, who is himself God, is near to the Father’s
heart. He has revealed God to us.
Acts 4:25 you spoke long ago by the Holy Spirit through our ancestor David, your servant, saying,
‘Why were the nations so angry? Why did they waste their time with futile plans?
Heb 1:1-2, 3:7-11
1 Long ago God spoke many times and in many ways to our ancestors through the prophets. 2 And
now in these final days, he has spoken to us through his Son. God promised everything to the Son as
an inheritance, and through the Son he created the universe.
7 That is why the Holy Spirit says, “Today when you hear his voice, 8 don’t harden your hearts as
Israel did when they rebelled, when they tested me in the wilderness. 9 There your ancestors tested
and tried my patience, even though they saw my miracles for forty years. 10 So I was angry with them,
and I said, ‘Their hearts always turn away from me. They refuse to do what I tell them.’ 11 So in my
anger I took an oath: ‘They will never enter my place of rest.’”
Rev 1:1-3 This is a revelation from Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants the events
that must soon take place. He sent an angel to present this revelation to his servant John, 2 who
faithfully reported everything he saw. This is his report of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus
Christ. 3 God blesses the one who reads the words of this prophecy to the church, and he blesses all
who listen to its message and obey what it says, for the time is near.
Question 64: What does it mean to call the Bible the Word of God?
It means that God speaks to us through the Bible and calls us to faith and obedience. At the same time
the Bible is also a human word and its writing was conditioned by the language, thought, and setting
of its time.
2 Tim 3:14-15 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from
whom you learned it and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to
instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
1 Jn 1:3-4 We declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with
us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these
things so that our joy may be complete.
Eph 2:19-20 So then you are...members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.
Gen 1:3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.
Ps 147:15-20 He sends his orders to the world— how swiftly his word flies! 16 He sends the snow like
white wool; he scatters frost upon the ground like ashes. 17 He hurls the hail like stones. Who can
stand against his freezing cold? 18 Then, at his command, it all melts. He sends his winds, and the ice
thaws. 19 He has revealed his words to Jacob, his decrees and regulations to Israel. 20 He has not
done this for any other nation; they do not know his regulations. Praise the LORD !
Jer 1:4-8, 2:1

4 The LORD gave me this message: 5 “I knew you before I formed you in your mother’s womb.
Before you were born I set you apart and appointed you as my prophet to the nations.” 6 “O
Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I can’t speak for you! I’m too young!” 7 The LORD replied, “Don’t say, ‘I’m
too young,’ for you must go wherever I send you and say whatever I tell you. 8 And don’t be afraid
of the people, for I will be with you and will protect you. I, the LORD, have spoken!”
The LORD gave me another message. He said,
Ezek 3:16, 6:1, 7:1
16 After seven days the LORD gave me a message. He said,
1 Again a message came to me from the LORD :
1 Then this message came to me from the LORD :
Hos 1:1 The LORD gave this message to Hosea son of Beeri during the years when Uzziah, Jotham,
Ahaz, and Hezekiah were kings of Judah, and Jeroboam son of Jehoash was king of Israel.
Mic 1:1 The LORD gave this message to Micah of Moresheth during the years when Jotham, Ahaz, and
Hezekiah were kings of Judah. The visions he saw concerned both Samaria and Jerusalem.
Jn 1:1-18 In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2 He existed in the beginning with God. 3 God created everything through him, and nothing was
created except through him. 4 The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his life brought
light to everyone. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it. 6 God
sent a man, John the Baptist, 7 to tell about the light so that everyone might believe because of his
testimony. 8 John himself was not the light; he was simply a witness to tell about the light. 9 The one
who is the true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He came into the
very world he created, but the world didn’t recognize him. 11 He came to his own people, and even
they rejected him. 12 But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become
children of God. 13 They are reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan,
but a birth that comes from God. 14 So the Word became human and made his home among us. He
was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one
and only Son. 15 John testified about him when he shouted to the crowds, “This is the one I was
talking about when I said, ‘Someone is coming after me who is far greater than I am, for he existed
long before me.’” 16 From his abundance we have all received one gracious blessing after another. 17
For the law was given through Moses, but God’s unfailing love and faithfulness came through Jesus
Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. But the unique One, who is himself God, is near to the Father’s
heart. He has revealed God to us.
Acts 2:42 All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to
sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper ), and to prayer.
Question 65: What authority does the Bible have in the church?
The Bible is the primary rule of faith and life. It is the standard of all teaching in the church by which
we test any word that comes to us from tradition, world, or inner experience. To it no other writings
are to be added.

2 Tim 3:16 All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and
for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for
every good work.
Jn 10:34-36 Jesus answered, “Is it not written in your law, ‘I said, you are gods?’ If those to whom the
word of God came were called ‘gods’ – and the scripture cannot be annulled – can you say that the
one whom the Father has sanctified and sent into the world is blaspheming because I said, ‘I am God’s
Son’?”
Ps 82:6 I say, ‘You are gods; you are all children of the Most High.
Acts 2:42 All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to
sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper ), and to prayer.
Eph 6:17 Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
1 Pet 1:23 For you have been born again, but not to a life that will quickly end. Your new life will last
forever because it comes from the eternal, living word of God.

