Foundations of Faith (A Catechism for Today)
Lesson 25 – June 18
Question 71: What does it mean that the church is the “body of Christ”?
It means that Christ indwells his church as its head, and that believers are “in Christ”. We belong to Christ and
to one another. By baptism we are joined to Christ and in the Lord’s Supper we share in his body and blood.
The church is his body even though it clearly has many flaws and failings.
Col 1:18 He [i.e., Christ] is the head of the body, the church.
1 Cor 12:13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body – Jews or Greeks, slaves or free – and we
were all made to drink of one Spirit.
1 Cor 10:16-17 The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a sharing in the blood of Christ? The bread that we
break, is it not a sharing in the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body for
we all partake of the one bread.
1 Cor 1:2, 12:12-27
2 I am writing to God’s church in Corinth, to you who have been called by God to be his own holy people. He
made you holy by means of Christ Jesus, just as he did for all people everywhere who call on the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours.
12 The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole body. So it is with the body of
Christ. 13 Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are free. But we have all been
baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit. 14 Yes, the body has many different
parts, not just one part. 15 If the foot says, “I am not a part of the body because I am not a hand,” that does not
make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear says, “I am not part of the body because I am not an eye,”
would that make it any less a part of the body? 17 If the whole body were an eye, how would you hear? Or if
your whole body were an ear, how would you smell anything? 18 But our bodies have many parts, and God has
put each part just where he wants it. 19 How strange a body would be if it had only one part! 20 Yes, there are
many parts, but only one body. 21 The eye can never say to the hand, “I don’t need you.” The head can’t say to
the feet, “I don’t need you.” 22 In fact, some parts of the body that seem weakest and least important are
actually the most necessary. 23 And the parts we regard as less honorable are those we clothe with the greatest
care. So we carefully protect those parts that should not be seen, 24 while the more honorable parts do not
require this special care. So God has put the body together such that extra honor and care are given to those
parts that have less dignity. 25 This makes for harmony among the members, so that all the members care for
each other. 26 If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it, and if one part is honored, all the parts are glad. 27
All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it.
Rom 6:3-11 Or have you forgotten that when we were joined with Christ Jesus in baptism, we joined him in his
death? 4 For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just as Christ was raised from the dead by
the glorious power of the Father, now we also may live new lives. 5 Since we have been united with him in his
death, we will also be raised to life as he was. 6 We know that our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ
so that sin might lose its power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. 7 For when we died with Christ we
were set free from the power of sin. 8 And since we died with Christ, we know we will also live with him. 9 We
are sure of this because Christ was raised from the dead, and he will never die again. Death no longer has any
power over him. 10 When he died, he died once to break the power of sin. But now that he lives, he lives for the
glory of God. 11 So you also should consider yourselves to be dead to the power of sin and alive to God
through Christ Jesus.

Eph 1:1 This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus. I am writing to
God’s holy people in Ephesus, who are faithful followers of Christ Jesus.
Phil 1:1 This letter is from Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ Jesus. I am writing to all of God’s holy people in
Philippi who belong to Christ Jesus, including the elders and deacons.
Question 72: How is the church “the fellowship of the Holy Spirit”?
As the church is related to God and to Jesus Christ, it is also related to the Holy Spirit. The Spirit’s work is to
create fellowship or community. Christian fellowship means oneness and solidarity: the strong have
responsibility for the weak, the rich for the poor, the healthy for the ill, and the joyful for those who weep.
Acts 2:42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
prayers.
Rom 8:9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.
1 Jn 4:13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.
Eph 2:19-22, 4:4-5
19 So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You are citizens along with all of God’s holy
people. You are members of God’s family. 20 Together, we are his house, built on the foundation of the
apostles and the prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself. 21 We are carefully joined together in
him, becoming a holy temple for the Lord. 22 Through him you Gentiles are also being made part of this
dwelling where God lives by his Spirit.
4 For there is one body and one Spirit, just as you have been called to one glorious hope for the future. 5 There
is one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
Rom 12:15 Be happy with those who are happy, and weep with those who weep.
1 Cor 12:12-27 The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole body. So it is with the
body of Christ. 13 Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are free. But we have all
been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit. 14 Yes, the body has many different
parts, not just one part. 15 If the foot says, “I am not a part of the body because I am not a hand,” that does not
make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear says, “I am not part of the body because I am not an eye,”
would that make it any less a part of the body? 17 If the whole body were an eye, how would you hear? Or if
your whole body were an ear, how would you smell anything? 18 But our bodies have many parts, and God has
put each part just where he wants it. 19 How strange a body would be if it had only one part! 20 Yes, there are
many parts, but only one body. 21 The eye can never say to the hand, “I don’t need you.” The head can’t say to
the feet, “I don’t need you.” 22 In fact, some parts of the body that seem weakest and least important are
actually the most necessary. 23 And the parts we regard as less honorable are those we clothe with the greatest
care. So we carefully protect those parts that should not be seen, 24 while the more honorable parts do not
require this special care. So God has put the body together such that extra honor and care are given to those
parts that have less dignity. 25 This makes for harmony among the members, so that all the members care for
each other. 26 If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it, and if one part is honored, all the parts are glad. 27
All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it.
1 Jn 3:24 Those who obey God’s commandments remain in fellowship with him, and he with them. And we
know he lives in us because the Spirit he gave us lives in us.

