Foundations of Faith (A Catechism for Today)
Lesson 26 – June 25

Ministry
Question 73: What is the ministry of the church?
The Lord continues his ministry in and through the church. All Christians are called to participate in the
ministry of Christ. As his body on earth we all have gifts to use in the church and in the world to the glory of
Christ, our King and Head.
Mt 16:18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not
prevail against it.
1 Cor 12:27-28 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has appointed in the
church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of
assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues.
1 Cor 7:7 But each has a particular gift from God, one having one kind and another a different kind.
Lk 4:18-19 “The Spirit of the LORD is upon me, for he has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor. He
has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will be set free,
19 and that the time of the LORD’s favor has come. ”
Rom 12:4-8 Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, 5 so it is with Christ’s
body. We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each other. 6 In his grace, God has given us
different gifts for doing certain things well. So if God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as
much faith as God has given you. 7 If your gift is serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach
well. 8 If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If God has given you
leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it
gladly.
Eph 4:11-12 Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and
the pastors and teachers. 12 Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the
church, the body of Christ.
1 Pet 2:4-5,9
4 You are coming to Christ, who is the living cornerstone of God’s temple. He was rejected by people, but he
was chosen by God for great honor. 5 And you are living stones that God is building into his spiritual temple.
What’s more, you are his holy priests. Through the mediation of Jesus Christ, you offer spiritual sacrifices that
please God.
9 But you are not like that, for you are a chosen people. You are royal priests, a holy nation, God’s very own
possession. As a result, you can show others the goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into his
Question 74: Why then does the church have ministers?
While all believers have the same status before God and the same task to share the gospel, not all have the same
office or function. Christ has given his church ministers of word and sacraments to equip it for its ministry in
the world and to build up his body.

Eph 4:11-12 The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some
pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ.
2 Cor 4:4 Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart.
2 Cor 5:18-19 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry
of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses
against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.
Question 75: Why are they called “ministers of Word and Sacrament”?
The word ‘minister’ means ‘servant’. As servants of God, ministers are called in Christ’s name, to present
God’s message, celebrate his sacraments, and care for God’s people. To this office Christ calls both men and
women. The church’s task is to confirm the validity of this call, to educate and examine candidates for the
office and work of the ordained ministry.
2 Cor 6:4 But as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in
afflictions, hardships, calamities.
1 Cor 4:1 Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.
Gal 3:28 There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female;
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.
Mt 8:18-20 When Jesus saw the crowd around him, he instructed his disciples to cross to the other side of the
lake. 19 Then one of the teachers of religious law said to him, “Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.” 20
But Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens to live in, and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place even to lay
his head.”
Mk 16:14-20 Still later he appeared to the eleven disciples as they were eating together. He rebuked them for
their stubborn unbelief because they refused to believe those who had seen him after he had been raised from
the dead. 15 And then he told them, “Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone. 16 Anyone
who believes and is baptized will be saved. But anyone who refuses to believe will be condemned. 17 These
miraculous signs will accompany those who believe: They will cast out demons in my name, and they will
speak in new languages. 18 They will be able to handle snakes with safety, and if they drink anything
poisonous, it won’t hurt them. They will be able to place their hands on the sick, and they will be healed.” 19
When the Lord Jesus had finished talking with them, he was taken up into heaven and sat down in the place of
honor at God’s right hand. 20 And the disciples went everywhere and preached, and the Lord worked through
them, confirming what they said by many miraculous signs.
Acts 16:10 So we decided to leave for Macedonia at once, having concluded that God was calling us to preach
the Good News there.
1 Cor 9:16 Yet preaching the Good News is not something I can boast about. I am compelled by God to do it.
How terrible for me if I didn’t preach the Good News!
2 Tim 3:14-17 But you must remain faithful to the things you have been taught. You know they are true, for you
know you can trust those who taught you. 15 You have been taught the holy Scriptures from childhood, and
they have given you the wisdom to receive the salvation that comes by trusting in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture
is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It

corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. 17 God uses it to prepare and equip his people
to do every good work.

